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READERS & WRITERS FESTIVAL 2026
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Cover Artwork by Hayley Savage

Future Forward: When I first encountered the theme Future Forward, my mind went straight
to Al and digitally driven creative spaces. But I kept circling back to a different idea of the
future, one that resists that pull. I imagine a kind of quiet uprising, where people return to
slower, tactile processes: typewriters, hand drawn illustration, writing in journals with nice
pens. This piece sits in that tension. It combines traditional printmaking and carving with
digital intervention, using an image of my vintage typewriter that I translated into a digital line
drawing before bringing it back into a physical collage. It moves between mediums, but always
returns to the hand. I wanted to make something deliberate, imperfect, and human.
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We would like to respectfully acknowledge the Yamatji Peoples who are the Traditional Owners and First
People of the land on which we stand. The Nhanhagardi, Wilunyu, Naaguja. We would like to pay our
respect to the Elders past, present and future for they hold the memories, the traditions, the culture and
hopes of the Yamatji Peoples.
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Welcome to Big Sky 2026

Cast your thoughts “Future Forward” to a place which encompasses all that we love,
value and cherish, from the present to the past. How will we get to this place? What
would we pack to take on the journey? What would we wish to leave beEind? In this
fast-paced, digital age, ponder these questions, and imagine the future through the eyes
and minds of others, as together we celebrate the power of the written word and the
joy and unique energy of human creativity.

Join us for another fabulous festival weekend (our 21st) as we look “Future Forward”.
A very special thank you to all our Event Partners.
And see you in Geraldton!

Trudi Cornish
Manager Libraries, Heritage and Gallery
City of Greater Geraldton
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Tickets are booked via the
Geraldton Regional Library website.

Or follow the QR code below.

For more information:

Geraldton Regional Library
37 Marine Terrace, Geraldton WA
Ph: (08) 9956 6659

Email: library@cgg.wa.gov.au

www.library.cgg.wa.gov.au/events
big-sky-readers-and-writers-festival.aspx.

Join our mailing list to keep up-to-date.

* Photo credits Amanda Forward
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e F.LMFEsnm #Perthqueerfilmfestival | #PQFF | www.pqff.au

Join us this October as we bring new, entertaining, and innovative queer cinema to Geraldton.

This will be our 6th Regional Film Festival at GRAG, Opening Night 7pm Saturday 17 October will showcase
bringing the best films from our successful Perth Festival. a diverse range of films from Iran, France, Mexico and
There were over 270 international films submitted this more. Sunday’s matinee at 4pm is a captivating set of
year so we were spoilt for choice. Film makers have risen short Australian films. And Closing Night 7pm Sunday

in the face of many obstacles, to continue to share their 18 October includes beautiful films from Spain, Germany
unique stories and tell us what it is to be queer in 2026. and USA. See you in the cinema!

Join us at 24 Chapman Road, Geraldton, WA, 6530

'I'Ix Head to the POFF website at www.pqff.au, POFF social pages or Find us €
Humanitix and search for Perth Queer Film Festival to purchase tickets. www.pqgff.au
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Watch this space for an exciting
announcement soon!
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Local History Book Launch

Geraldton Regional Hospital since 1966

Date: Tuesday 20 October
Time: 11.00am - 12.30pm

Venue: Geraldton Regional Library
Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4)

Join us for the launch of a new book filled with
factual and fond memories of the Geraldton
Regional Hospital, commemorating 60 years
since the hospital was opened on the current

site in Shenton Street Geraldton.

By the Historical and Research Group of

Geraldton Regional Hospital.
Session includes morning tea.

Book sales on the day.
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HISTORICAL RESEARCH AND FOND MEMORIES

A Tribute for the 60th Anniversary
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Movie Screening Times
Catch a classic!

Date: Thursday 22 October
Time: 5.00pm - 7.15pm

Date: Sunday Matinee, 25 October
Time: 11.30am - 1.45pm

Venue: Paradiso Cinema,
Geraldton Regional Art Gallery
Tickets: Free (booking details pg4)

MAQO’S
LAST DANCER
if"

BIG SKY festival fringe

“Little Print” Workshops with
Hayley Savage

Date: Friday 23 October
Time: 10.00am - 12.00pm

Date: Saturday 24 October
Time: 5.00pm - 7.00pm

Venue: Geraldton Regional Art Gallery
Tickets: $35 (booking details pg4)

Join us for this fun and engaging lino
print workshop. This steﬁ—éy—step
session is designed to be beginner-

friendly, requiring absolutely no prior

drawing or printmaking experience.

Art supplies provided along with

morning tea.

Suitable for ages 16 years plus.
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My Future Self - Portrait Fun
with Kristen Hogue

Date: Thursday 22 October

Time: 3.30pm-4.30pm

Venue: Geraldton Regional Library
Tickets: $5.50 each (booking details pg4)

The Hart Hub presents My Future Self

Portraits. Fast forward in time, imagine

and draw your future self in this fun and
engaging session for kids.

Includes after-school snacks. Ages 8 plus.

Twilight Story Time

Date: Thursday 22 October

Time: 5.00pm-5.45pm

Venue: Geraldton Regional Library
Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4)

Twilight Story Time is back again for
2026! Bring your favourite “cuddly” and
get ready for lots of fun. Come dressed in
your pyjamas and slippers, ready to listen
to stories, sing songs and rhymes.

With special guest, Kylie Howarth.
Suitable for ages 2-7 years.
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Meet Tang: Storytime and
Balloon Sculping Workshop
with Mark C. Evans

Date: Saturday 24 October
Time: 10.30am-11.30am

Venue: Geraldton Regional Library
Tickets: $5.50 each (booking details pg4)

Go behind the scenes of a picture book in
progress and learn a colourful new skill!

Mark Evans invites
ou for an exclusive
Yook at his brand-
new book, Tang the
Boastful Ape.

After the story, the zoo-
themed fun continues
with a hands-on balloon
twisting workshop.

Ages 8 plus.

* Parents/Guardians are requested to stay with
their children please.
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Kids Sunday Funday

Returns Sunday 25 October,

9.30am-12.30pm for a morning of
FUN and GAMES at the Library

Activities under the tent @ Library carpark, Chapman Rd.

Free event, no bookings required. Get crafty and creative!
Face painting with Fairy Jo.

** Enjoy listening to Children’s Authors and Storyteller Extraordinaires,
Kylie Howarth and Mark C. Evans - Live, crazy tale telling**
Big Sky Book Fair (new and secondhand books for sale).
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Pop-Up Festival Bookshop

Saturday 24 October,
Queens Park Theatre
Foyer, 9.00am - 2.00pm

Including a
BOOK SIGNING
SESSION, QPT FOYER,
1.00prm - 2.00pm

Sunday 25 October,
Geraldton Regional Library,
9.00am - 11.30am

With Dymocks Busselton
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Big Sky
Short Story Prize 2026

Congratulations to all our entrants in the

2026 Big Sky Short Story Prize! Winners
will be announced at the Festival Opening
Night.

Our 2025 Prizes were awarded to:
2025 Winner - Serena Moss
2025 Runner-up - Carrie Puzzar

From left: Courtney Evans, Serena Moss, Lorraine
Lambert, Annie Chandler and Adrian Doyle
(Photo: Amanda Forward).

2025 Highly Commended - Annie
Chandler, Adrian Doyle, Courtney Evans,
Lorraine Lambert
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BIG SKY

Readers and Writers Festival 2026

FESTIVAL OPENING NIGHT

It's party night at the Library!

Kick off Big Sky 2026 in style. Meet our special
guests, enjoy live music, fun, laughter with Festival
M/C, Anne Williams. The winners in the Big Sky
Short Story Prize 2026 will be announced. Light
refreshments provided.

Featuring a special performance by:

Thiinma Elder Mr Peter Salmon and musician
Rosie Sitorus.

Date: Friday 23 October

Time: 6.00pm - 8.00pm

Venue: Geraldton Regional Library
Tickets: FREE event, limited tickets
(booking details pg4)
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BIG SKY Talk Fest

Welcome to the
Queens Park Theatre!

Opening Remarks by Bruce Pascoe
Looking Forward, by Looking Back

Date: Saturday 24 October
Time: 9.00am - 9.15am

Directly followed by Session One, with Tess
Woods, Bernice Barry and Kylie Howarth.

Venue: Queens Park Theatre
Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4).

For further insights, join Bruce Pascoe in
conversation with Caitlin Maling and Rosie
Sitorus in Talk Fest - Session Four, Saturday
24 October, 1.45pm.
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Rebellious and
Wise Women

Tess Woods and Bernice Barry, in
conversation with Kylie Howarth

Talk Fest - Session One

Date: Saturday 24 October

Time: 9.20am - 10.15am

Venue: Queens Park Theatre

Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4)

Cornwall, 1628. Can a woman gifted with
the power of healing survive in a world i
that burns what it cannot understand? TESS WOODS

Cairo, today. Three sisters are as trapped
as the Pharaoh mummies in their tombs.

How does society censor women who
dare to live outside established norms?

| THINGS
Tess Woods and Bernice Barry share with ; I

Kylie Howarth their deep passion for PANNOT
bringing stories of forgotten or oppressed e S :

womens voices to light.
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BIG SKY Talk Fest

H is for Haibun and Happiness
A workshop presented by Goral Garter

Date: Saturday 24 October

Time: 9.30am - 11.15am

Venue: Queens Park Theatre, Breakout Space
Tickets: $25 (booking details pg4)

Do you enjoy writing? Prose? Haiku?

Learn how to combine the two and create haibun, a Japanese form created by Matsuo
Basho in the seventeenth century. Come along and have a crack at this intriguing form.
You may find a new way of expression. You may find happiness. You may fall in [ove.
Includes morning tea.

Beautiful works by Local Creatives for SALE @
GRAG Park (next to Art Gallery) - 10am to 12pm, 24 October
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The Lucky Son

Li Cunxin A0, in conversation
with Geraldine Mellet
THE

Talk Fest - Session Two I_U C KY S O N

Date: Saturday 24 October MAOS

Time: 10.30am - 11.30am =~ Rl
Venue: Queens Park Theatre =
Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4)

Li Cunxin AO captivated the world with
his unforgettable memoir, Mao’s Last
Dancer — the extraordinary rags-to-riches
story of how a poor peasant boy, the

sixth of seven sons, was plucked from his
classroom to train at the Beijing Dance
Academy — a lucky ticket out of poverty,
out of communist China — to become

one of the world’s most acclaimed ballet
dancers. Li was indeed his niang’s lucky son,
and in his long-awaited sequel he reveals
what happened next in this life that cheated
fate, and wrestles with the blessings and
responsibility of good fortune.

Join Li Cunxin in conversation with
Geraldine Mellet as they explore family,
resilience, and the inspiration behind his
new memoir, The Lucky Son.
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BIG SKY Talk Fest

Creative Small Town Goes Large

Holden Sheppard, in conversation
with Antonia Naarstig

Talk Fest - Session Three

Date: Saturday 24 October

Time: 11.45am - 12.45pm

Venue: Queens Park Theatre

Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4)

Catch-up with Geraldton’s own Holden
Sheppard as he discusses his recent
WOl‘i with fellow former local, Antonia
Naarstig. Driven by a passion for helping
people §evelop their imaginative and
artistic potential, Holden and Antonia
consider the experience of being creative
in a small town.

Many connections between time, space/
place, and people will be explored in this
meeting of two very different, yet strongly
connected creatives.
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Sat Session:
POETRY READINGS &

UPEN M“} Pon-Up Festival Bookshop
I Saturday 24 October,
Date: Saturday 24 October Queens Park Theatre

Time: 12.45pm - 1.45pm Foyer, 9.00am - 2.00pm

Venue: Ampitheatre, Queens Park Theatre Includine a

BOOK SIGNING
SESSION, QPT FOYER,

Take the Mic! Poets, storytellers and 1.00pm - 2.00pm

wordsmiths are invited to take the floor
for a session featuring live poetry, spoken
word and open-mic performance, with

MC Cath Jennings.

From first-timers to seasoned
performers, all are welcome.

Sunday 25 October,
Geraldton Regional Library,
9.00am - 11.30am

<
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Register on the day. With Dymocks Busselton
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A Future Written in Country

Bruce Pascoe and Caitlin Maling, in
conversation with Rosie Sitorus

Talk Fest - Session Four

Date: Saturday 24 October

Time: 1.45pm - 2.45pm

Venue: Queens Park Theatre

Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4)

Ancient wisdom, deep connection to
Country and creative practice come together
in this timely conversation on sustainable
futures, ecological resilience and community
wellbeing.

Celebrating their love for the Australian
landscape, Bruce Pascoe and Caitlin Maling
join with Rosie Sitorus to explore culture,
language and our shared responsibility to
care for the world around us.
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Saturday 24 Octoher
For the Seeker Who Walks

with Philippa Nikulinsky AM and PHILIPPA

Angela Nikulinsky NIKULINSKY .

Date: Saturday 24 October For the Seeker
’ o WhoWalks 40

%‘ZK "‘x";': -\;‘; \V/‘%é
> A2 {.‘J <

Time: 2.30pm - 3.30pm
Venue: Geraldton Regional Art Gallery
Tickets: FREE event (booking details pg4)

One of the most celebrated artists in
Western Australia, Philippa Nikulinsky
AM brings us her latest ﬁook, in which
she shares some of her most significant
works and the stories behind them.

Angelo Nikufnsky & Prifiopo
with Alex Nikulinsky

Accompanied by text from her husband,
Alex, and her daughter-in-law, Angela,

the diary entries, artwork and stories offer
insight into Philippa’s creative process and
her fascination with the arid landscape of
the place she calls home.

This session invites you to walk alongside
the artist, from observation to the final
artwork, and savour the beauty in the
details of the world around them.
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“MURDERS AT THE MANOR”

An Agatha Christie inspired o~
CLUEDUNNIT Murder Mystery Party 2 |
Saturday 24 October, 6.30pm-9.30pm

THE PLOT: Itis 1929 and Lord and Lady Pokeingham

welcome you into their home for dinner in to celebrate the life of an
elderly heiress. The whole village turns out to decide how her money
should be spent. But beware, all is not as it seems. There are dark
forces at work in Pokeingham-Softly-on-the-Wold...

Welcome to a dinner with a difference at the historic

GERALDTON CLUB...it has Murder on the Menu. Meet crime
writer Jonathon Mapletree and a cast of suspicious characters as you
try to solve this quintessentially British mystery. Gather clues from
the various suspects as they visit your table, discuss with your fellow
diners and then decide...whodunnit!

You are invited to come dressed in the glamorous Art Deco style
and fully immerse yourself in this experience to die for.

Tickets: $55 each, includes Buffet dinner. Complimentary drink on arrival.
Tables of 8 available (booking details pg4). Bar by The Geraldton Club.
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BIG SKY Talk Fest

Writing from Place:
A workshop presented by Gaitlin Maling

Date: Sunday 25 October

Time: 9.00am - 10.45am

Venue: Geraldton Regional Library
Tickets: $25 (booking details pg4)

How can we draw on places we know well to enliven our writing and transport our
readers? In this worksll;')nop with poet Caitlin Maling, you will be led througﬁ a series

of exercises to help build up your vocabulary of place. Suitable for beginners and
experienced writers in any genre, it will focus on building, rich, sensory imagery of place.
Includes morning tea.

BIG SKY BOOK FAIR

Local authors are invite to hold a stall.

Please contact Library Staff for more details.

Date: Sunday 25 October Time: 9.00am - 11.30am
Geraldton Regional Library
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Literary Lunch 2,

Geraldine Mellet, Holden Sheppard, Bruce Pascoe, Bernice Barry,
Philippa Nikulinsky AM and Angela Nikulinsky

Wwith Tess Woods

Date: Sunday 25 October

Time: 11.00am - 2.00pm

Venue: Geraldton Regional Library
Tickets: $48 (booking details pg4)

Savour a delicious lon%‘table lunch as our six guest authors share their stories and
readings in a beautifully curated gathering of ideas, insight, and connection led by
Tess Woods. Pre-purchase a signed book from your favourite author to complete the

experience.
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sSunday 25 Octoher

150th Anniversary Gelehrations - Bluff Point Lighthouse Keeper’s Cottage
Presented by the Geraldton Historical Society

Date: Sunday 25 October B
Time: 2.00pm

Venue: Bluft Point Lighthouse Keeper’s Cottage
Tickets: Via Humanitix (follow QR Code below)

Join the Geraldton Historical Society Inc. as we mark the 150th
anniversary of the Bluff Point Lighthouse Keeper’s Cottage, an
important surviving link to Geraldton’s maritime history and the
early navigational lights of Champion Bay.

Associated with the Upper Lead Light, the Cottage will be
celebrated alongside the stories
of lighthouse keepers, their
families, seafarers and the wider
community.

A short official ceremony will be
followed by a bring-and-share
afternoon tea at nearby

St George's Hall.




UI0S

] ur

BIG SKY Guest Biographies

Bernice Barry writes historical fiction and non-fiction, reflecting her passion for
discovering and telling women’s stories, dimmed or obscured by time. She has lived for
twenty-five years on Wadandi country near Margaret River, researching local history
and nurturing a native garden. The Names of a Hare is her fourth book.

Coral Carter is a poet, who lives in Perth but grew up in Kalgoorlie. She has three
ublications Descended from Thieves (Mulla Mulla Press 2012), Backyard Listening
Mulla Mulla Press 2019) and Good Grief which was longlisted in Five Islands

manuscript competition 2024 and published by Mulla Mulla Press 2026.

Li Cunxin AQ’s remarkable life is recounted in his memoir Mao’s Last Dancer,

which is one of the most successful autobiographies of all time. It was published around
the world and has been adapted into a young readers’ edition, a picture book, a stage
play and a major motion picture. Li’s new book, The Lucky Son — sequel to Mao’s Last
Dancer, continues his inspirational journey. It’s about life, family, foﬁowing one’s heart,
and gratitude.

Mark C. Evans - Award-winning children’s author and professional actor Mark

C. Evans delivers literary events with humour and high-energy storytelling. His
internationally published books have captivated audiences around the world. As a
former Geraldton Primary School student he returns home to combine performance,
audience interaction and imagination to inspire young readers and writers.

Kylie Howarth loves the ocean and claims to be part fish. She’s an award-winning,
internationally published children’s author and illustrator from Western Australia who
creates accessible books for struggling readers, and was the recipient of the 2024 WA
Premier’s Book Awards, Writers Fellowship.

Caitlin Maling is a Western Australian poet with six books of poetry published (as
of September 2026), her most recent book is Midwest out with Upsweﬁ Publishing.
She teaches in the Discipline of Writing at Curtin University and lives near Walyalup/
Fremantle with her young family.
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Geraldine Mellet has been a pate seller, pamphlet deliverer, telemarketer, apprentice

guppeteer, philanthropy hunter, disabilty rights advocate, columnist, filmaker and
roadcast journalist. However she most identifies as someone who cannot live without

reading and writing and is proud to have released her first novel, Things I Cannot Say.

Angela Nikulinsky is a business woman, designer, gardener and botany student.
She is driven to share Philippa’s extraordinary artwork far and wide.

Philippa Nikulinsky AM is a self taught artist whose work begins far from the

studio - camping in remote corners of WA, painting the flora and fauna she finds there.

Bruce Pascoe is an Aboriginal farmer and writer of literary fiction, non-fiction,
oetry, essays and children’s literature, based on Yuin Country. His publications

Eave won numerous awards including the NSW Premier’s Award for Literature, the

Booksellers Association Prize and the CBCA Eve Pownall award. He is the author of

the groundbreaking, bestselling book Dark Emu.

Holden Sheppard is a Geraldton-born author whose novel Invisible Boys won
multiple awards, became a bestseller and was adapted as a Peabody Award-nominated

TV series with Stan Australia. His new novel Yeah the Boys is the long-awaited sequel.
He lives in Perth’s north with his husband and his V8 ute.

Tess Woods writes modern fiction set in exotic locations starring women of all ages
and the occasional bloke. After giving up writing for a few years, she gave it one more
crack with The Venice Hotel which became an instant Australian Top 10 bestseller,
was sold in a bidding war overseas and was shortlisted as the Australian fiction book
of the year. So she decided not to quit after all and is back again with the book of her
heart and her heritage, The Cairo Bridal Shop. Tess is also a physiotherapist with her
own private practice and she’s a mother of two. She runs a street library, she’s a proud
ambassador for A Land For All and she’s the creator and director of Perth’s largest
literary festival, the Festival of Fiction, which is now in its third year.
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Peter Salmon is a 92-year-old Thiinma Elder and the last fluent speaker of

his language. Having spent his life working across pastoral stations in Western
Australia, Peter carries a profound knowledge of Country across the state. Together
LA/ with musician Rosie Sitorus, Peter writes and performs songs in Thiinma to share

: his language with the world.

Rosie Sitorus is a singer-songwriter, linguist and creative producer whose practice
transforms creativity into meaningful cultural impact. Working with communities
across Western Australia, her portfolio includes the award-winning songwriting
project Warralgurniya and the production Piyalbajarri, created with Thiinma Elder
Peter Salmon, with whom she appeared on ABC TV's The Piano in 2026.

Antonia Naarstig grew up in Geraldton and later devoted her time to pursuing
the creative arts, studying at Claremont Art School, WAAPA, UWA, Sussex, and
Oxford Universities. Her love of oil paint has been a lifelong passion, resulting in
numerous portraits, two of which have been submitted to the Archibald Prize;

Caitlin Cassidy (2020) and Holden Sheppard (2026).
Ha ley Savage is an artist, muralist, teacher, and the person behind Sunflower

Studio - a gallery, workshop space, and creative hub where people of all ages, abilities,

skill levels and neurotypes can feel comfortable walking through the door and

creating something cool

Kristen Hogue has been teaching Art to Primary aged children for around 30
years. She believes that the perfect formula is KIDS + FUN + CREATIVITY =
LEARNING.The creative mind of a child does not have boundaries and I love to

plant a seed of an idea and watch those seeds grow.

Anne Williams is a local music teacher by day and a musician, comedian and
Emcee by night. She has lived in Geraldton for the last 22 years and is regularly seen
participating in various ways at local fundraisers and events.
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Our special thanks to all our team members (staff and volunteers who have worked so hard to

make this festival a success!

Trudi Cornish, Lily Valdez, Dawn Holland, Joanne Morgan, Claire Grifliths, Erin Cleghorn,
Keely Grieve, QPT Staff, Tracy Fraser, Lorin Cox, Bec Edwards, Deb Sutherland, Sharon
Sorensen, Silvia Borracci, Ayrah Mabitad, Diane McDonald, Hannah Auld, Esper Windsor,

William Upchurch, Terry Horner, Kaitlin Ajduk, Shauni Norman, Susan Smith, Lorraine —
Chapman, Jim Cregan, FOGL Volunteers, and the Cluedunnit Team.

FESTIVAL VENUES

. Geraldton Regional Library
37 Marine Terrace, Geraldton. Ph: 9956 6659

. Geraldton Regional Art Gallery
24 Chapman Road, Geraldton. Ph: 9956 6750

. Queens Park Theatre
Cnr Cathedral Avenue and Maitland Street,
Geraldton. Ph: 9956 6662

. Museum of Geraldton
2 Museum Place, Geraldton. Ph: 9431 8393

. The Geraldton Club
162 Marine Terrace, Geraldton. Ph: 9921 3335

. Bluff Point Light House Keepers Cottage
353-355 Chapman Road, Bluff Point.
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If you can't come along in person, why not
enjoy some sessions online.

The following sessions will be Audio Live
Streamed free from the Queens Park
Theatre on Saturday 24 October.

Check the Library Facebook page for the
LINK on the day!

9.00am - 10.15am: Opening Remarks and
Session One

10.30am - 11.30am: Session Two
11.45am - 12.45pm: Session Three
1.45pm - 2.45pm: Session Four

Wed love to know if you joined in.
Leave a comment or like.
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