
 
 
First Geraldton Contingent – Travelled to Perth by Train 

on 17 August 1914 
 
 

ALLEN, William Vincent, age 25 years 

BROWNE, Arthur James, age 19 years 

BEST, James, age 39 years 

BARDWELL, Beresford Everett, age 24 years 

CAMPBELL, Donald Gordon, age 29 years 

CHAPMAN, Frank, age 42 years 

CLARKE, Reginald Charles, age 25 years 

DEASINGTON, Joseph, age 31 years 

DUNLOP, Walter Henry, aged 24 years 

FATHERS, Walter Lamont, age 20 years 

FRANCIS, Edgar Charles, age 23 years 

GUNN, Gordon Stanley, age 24 years 

HIRST, Joseph, age 30 years 

HITHERSAY, John Leslie, age 28 years 

JOHNSON, Oscar Charles, age 30 years 

KENDRICK, Edward Francis, age 25 years 

NEWTON, John Crawford, age 19 years 

OXLADE, Edward, age 27 years 

PORTER, William, age 33 years 

PRIDMORE, William Henry, age 26 years 

PUCKLE, Charles E. M., age 27 years 

SIMPSON, Thomas Gladstone, age 34 years 

TAYLOR, James E. S., age 26 years 

THOMPSON, Claude, age 21 years 

THOMPSON, Roy, age 19 years 

UNSWORTH, Fred William, age 26 years 

WARREN, Edwin John, age 21 years 

WHITTLE, Arthur Gilbert, age 27 years 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Items From Our Collection 

Source:  Geraldton Guardian, 18 August 1914 



 

  

Source:  Geraldton Guardian, 28 September 1918 



~Newspaper article – Geraldton Guardian 28 September 1918~ 

WOMEN'S WORK IN WAR - INTERESTING GATHERING AT 
GERALDTON 

ADDRESS BY LADY ELLISON— MACARTNEY. 

Having a few hours to spend in Geraldton on her way back to Perth Lady Ellison-
Macartney expressed a desire to meet the workers' of the various patriotic efforts 
and a reception was arranged yesterday afternoon. 

In the Town Hall, tastefully decorated with plants and flowers, in which the wax 
plant made an effective dis play, the hall presented a pleasing appearance. Their 
Excellency’s Sir William and Lady Ellison Macartney were accompanied by Miss 
Porter, and Captain Holland, and there was a large gathering of ladies to meet 
them. An attractive programme of instrumental items was rendered by an 
orchestra' under the direction of Professor Reynolds, and songs were contributed 
by Miss. Fallowfield and Mr. Slattery. The workers of the various organizations 
were presented to Lady Ellison Macartney, who expressed a desire to hear an 
account of what they had performed. .  

Miss. Amy H Brown speaking for the Trench Comfort Fund, said the work of 
sending comforts to the soldiers was commenced in 1915 by Mrs. Kempton who 
was then Mayoress. It developed into the Lonely Soldiers League, and when the 
Victoria League was started they amalgamated with them. The workers met three 
days each week, and so far they had sent away about 230 cases of comfort, and 
(had collected about- £3000. Every other month they sent £25 to the Overseas 
Fund for Tobacco for the 4°th Battalion, which had been allocated to the care of 
Geraldton, and recently they committed £400 (to the Commanding Officer for the 
benefit of the battalion. Miss. Carter, speaking for the Red Cross Society, said as 
everybody knew they were working on behalf of the wounded soldiers, and the 
Geraldton Branch had been most energetic in raising funds and in providing 
material. The workers were exceedingly enthusiastic and so far they had raised 
about £3500. Mrs. Meredith, on behalf of the Naval Comforts Fund, said they 
had only, been working a few months, but had every reason to be satisfied with 
their progress. They had raised about £150 and had sent away £75 to ensure 
every sailor from Geraldton getting a Christmas gift of £1. 

Mrs. Fallowfield said she thought the fund of which Geraldton had reason to feel 
proudest was the Patriotic Fund. It was established as soon as the war 
commenced, and most of the money received was the result of straight out giving. 
They were able to maintain a credit balance of practically £1000, and the men who 
enlisted from this district knew that while they were away their dependents would 
be cared for and assisted. The fund was entirely independent of Perth but was 
worked on the same lines. Mrs. Tom Roberts in describing the work of the 
Spinning Association, said their work was carried on under difficulties, as it was 
regarded somewhat unpleasant. But their lads at the front were undergoing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



things far more unpleasant and therefore they could not do too much for them in the 
way of sending them warm and comfortable garments. 

The Mayor, said the last fund was the Distress Fund, which carried out a beneficial 
work in helping poor families who were deprived of fathers and mothers. 

Lady Ellison Macartney, said she was very pleased to hear of their many activities, 
and it was splendid how the various war funds were supported. For instance in their 
special appeal for the Red Cross they asked for £25000 but they received over 
£50000, a fine tribute to the confidence of the public in the administration of the 
work.  

She was delighted that there was a fund for the Navy iu Geraldton, for they must 
never forget the splendid work of the navy. In all weathers the men of the navy were 
guarding England, The centre round which the whole Empire. Once lose 
England and the rest of them were done for.  It would be invidious for her to 
make any suggestions as to which were the best of the war organisations because 
the whole of them had as their object the wellbeing of the soldiers and sailors. 
(Hear, hear.) The Trench Comforts helped the soldier when he was well, and it was 
up to them to see that the supply of necessary comforts was well maintained. But 
the Red Cross was the thing that had got to stay. (Hear hear.) Peace might be 
declared soon and they sincerely hoped it would, but the Red Cross had to 
continue its work until the last wounded soldier was well again. Apart from its care 
for the wounded the Red Cross was assisting in the vocational training of wounded 
soldiers as they knew it was the only organisation which was permitted to help the 
prisoners of war.  They were all united in the blessed fellowship of work, and it was 
the one thing which kept many women’s hearts from breaking.  Instead of sitting 
brooding they were busy helping to benefit their brave soldiers and sailors.   

Proceeding she described the wonderful organisation of women’s work in this Old 
Country in connection with the war.  Then they all know the splendid work of their 
nurses, and their ceaseless devotion and tender care for the wounded.  Here in 
Australia who had not special difficulties in connection with food supplies, and other 
matters like those which confronted the people on the other side of the world.  
Therefore everything they could do to help those in the Old Country they must do, 
and she was confident that the women of Western Australia would in the future, as 
in the past, continue to work to the help the soldiers and sailors for it was to these 
fighting men that they owed everything.  (Hear, hear)  

His Excellency, in the course of an interesting speech, said he was gratified to hear 
the excellent accounts of the work accomplished, and it was a satisfaction to those 
who had been working for four years with alternating hopes and fears to know that 
they could take their part in the struggle.  In the old days women had nothing to do 
but sit at home with their fears and in very many cases with their sad thoughts.  But 
in this war a great work had been placed upon them.  They had been organised, 
and had done their work magnificently, and they had the satisfaction of knowing, 
they were carrying comfort, solace and hope to the men for whom their hearts were 
beating, and when the war was over they would have the satisfaction of knowing 

 

  



they had not failed in their duty to their loved ones who were battling for them.  . 
(Hear* hear.) 

 After reading a telegram giving details of the latest gains of the Allies on the 
various fronts, he said the stubborn determination of their fate in the face of a very 
great and serious set-back was meeting with its reward, and at length the tide had 
turned.   

They, who had been working at home, could feel that their efforts have been of 
great assistance to the men at the front.  The work they have been doing, in 
addition to its utilitarian aspect had apparently been a hot-house for developing 
speakers.  They had had several speeches from ladies, which have been models 
of clearness and conciseness, and without an unnecessary word.    (Hear, hear).  
The thought struck him it was a pity their legislators were not present to have 
listened to their statements. (Hear, hear). He believed there were two legislators 
hiding somewhere about the building. (Laughter).  Perhaps they would carry the 
message to parliament and tell how the ladies of Geraldton, quite unexpectedly, 
and without any previous preparation, of notes, had admirably explained the 
excellent work that had been done in their town during the last few years.  (Hear, 
hear). 

The Vice-regal party left after inspecting work done by the Spinning Association.    

 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/66510145 

Source: Geraldton Guardian 28 September 1918 

  

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/66510145


 

 

  

“Lest We Forget” Memorial Cenotaph, Birdwood House, Geraldton 

Source: Geraldton Regional Library 



  Sergeant. Major. 701. William John Powell. 15th Battalion. A.I.F.  

For Service detail records click here.  

Source:  Private Collection 

http://mappingouranzacs.naa.gov.au/file-view.html?b=8019862&s=B2455&c=POWELL%20WILLIAM%20JOHN


 

Evie Percy and Eric Gutteridge on their wedding day in 1922. 

SOURCE: Donated by Penelope Gutteridge 



 
Source: Geraldton Guardian Tuesday 23, 1919, p3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/66917437 
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Source: Geraldton Guardian Tuesday 23, 1919, p3. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/66917437 

 

ANZAC DAY SERVICE C1928-1933 

Source: SHAW, D CORAL 

Geraldton Regional Library 

Photo taken: corner Gregory / Augustus Street, Geraldton. 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ndp/del/article/66917437

